


Decomposition

1. Read the problem decomposition strategies described below and pick the one that is 
     the best match to the design process (decomposition) that your team used.
2. Discuss with your teammates your choice.

Problem Decomposition Strategies

A. When using a top-down strategy, the team starts by determining a comprehensive (but somewhat vague) plan for the entire design.  Then, the team (or some part of the team) considers one part of the whole plan and designs that in detail.  This continues with one part after another until the entire design is done.

B. When using a bottom-up strategy, the team starts by looking at one specific part of the problem and designing a solution to that.  The team then looks at another specific part and designs a solution to that.  This continues until all of the various parts are done.  Then, the team arranges all of the different parts to create a complete design.

[bookmark: _GoBack]C. When using a spiral strategy, the team starts by determining a comprehensive (but somewhat vague) plan for the entire design.  Then, the team evaluates the complete design to find problems or a part that needs more detail; the team then updates the complete design.  This iteration continues until there are no more problems and the design has enough detail.
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